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Symbols & Institutions



46.934.632 inhabitants
505.935 Km2
Democratic Parliamentary Monarchy
17 autonomous regions and 2 autonomous cities
52 provinces



The Head of the Spanish State is the King of Spain
Felipe VI and Doña Leticia



Infanta Doña SofíaDoña Leonor, Princesa de Asturias



Legislative Power - Cortes Generales:
• Senado (upper house): Autonomous regions + provinces). Duration

of 4 years.
• Congreso de los Diputados (lower house): between 300 and 400

members of Parliament (diputados). Currently 350. Duration of 4
years.

Judicial Power:
• Tribunal Supremo (Supreme Court)
• Audiencia Nacional (National High Court)
• Tribunal Constitucional (Constitutional Court)



“The Constitution is based on the indissoluble unity of the Spanish
Nation, common and indivisible mother land of all Spaniards, and
recognises and guarantees the right to autonomy of the nationalities
and regions that integrate it and the solidarity among them all.”

Spanish Constitution. Article 2 (1978) 

Official language: español o castellano (Spanish or Castillian)
Co-official languages: catalán (Catalan), euskera (Basque), gallego (Galician), valenciano (Valencian)

National sovereignty is vested in the Spanish 
people, from whom emanate the powers of the 
State.
The political form of the Spanish State is that of a 
parliamentary monarchy.

Spanish Constitution. Article 1
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Pedro Sánchez (Partido Socialista 
Obrero Español, PSOE)

Pablo Casado, Partido 
Popular (People’s Party)

Executive / Legislative Power

Pablo Iglesias, (Podemos)

Albert Rivera, (“Citizens”)

(Santiago Abascal)



Some History



Cave paintings in the Cuevas de Altamira, Cantabria



Dama de Elche,

Escultura íbera

Dama de Baza,

Escultura íbera



Roman Iberia (1st century B.C to 3rd century A.D.)



Roman Aqueduct in Segovia



The Middle Ages



Muslim invasion of the Iberian Peninsula (8th century)



1400

1469: Isabella I of Castile and Ferdinand II of Aragon were married, laying the foundation for 
the unification of the kingdoms of Castile and Aragon into Spain.



The Alhambra 
(«Qa'lat al-Hamra'»



La Pinta, La Niña and La Santa María

Christopher Colombus

Discovery of America (1492)

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ePMdo474k2x5xM&tbnid=SkiwVSakmlVH7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.teldeactualidad.com/fotogaleria/sec_/calles/346/1234.html&ei=CTmgUu-bGKnL0QWi54HQCg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGm96cmgwmpHCBfDY6z-Pp7JOIfJQ&ust=1386318428048870
http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ePMdo474k2x5xM&tbnid=SkiwVSakmlVH7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.teldeactualidad.com/fotogaleria/sec_/calles/346/1234.html&ei=CTmgUu-bGKnL0QWi54HQCg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGm96cmgwmpHCBfDY6z-Pp7JOIfJQ&ust=1386318428048870


Map of the Iberian Union, lasting from 1580 to 1640. A Union of the Portuguese and Spanish Crowns.

During the reign of Felipe II



The Peninsular War (Spanish War of Independence), 1807–1814 

Francisco de Goya, Fusilamientos 

del tres de mayo, 1814

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/El_Tres_de_Mayo,_by_Francisco_de_Goya,_from_Prado_in_Google_Earth.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/El_Tres_de_Mayo,_by_Francisco_de_Goya,_from_Prado_in_Google_Earth.jpg


The Siege of Baler (the Philippine Islands)
(July 1, 1898 – June 2, 1899) 

Related to the Spanish–American War (1898)

The Spanish–American War
had ended in December 1898 with 
Spain's surrender and cession of the 
Philippines to USA. 
Cut off from their own government, 
the Spanish forces continued their 
defense against the Filipino forces until 
1899 (11 months - 337 days).



Spanish Civil War 1936-1939 / Dictatorship 1936-1975



Democracy, 1975-2019 ….

Present & Future 18th October 2019



Spain nowadays





Guggenheim Museum Bilbao

Frank Gehry



Ciutat de les Arts i les Ciències

(Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias), Valencia

Santiago Calatrava







1898 Generation

1927 Generation



Ana María Matute

Espido Freire

Gloria Fuertes

Beatriz Villacañas
Isabel Allende

Javier Marias

Antonio Muñoz Molina

Camilo J. Cela

Mario Vargas LlosaAntonio Gala

Javier Cercas Fernando Aramburu

Dolores Redondo

María Dueñas



During Christmas we celebrate

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day

The Epiphany, Los Reyes Magos (6th January)

We could say that the Christmas season officially begins

on 22nd December when the special draw of the national

lottery is held:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3xdsXV6KiU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3xdsXV6KiU








Feria de Málaga, 28 July



Castells, Cataluña





San Fermín, Pamplona (Navarra)



GENERAL DESCRIPTION  OF  the 
SPANISH EDUCATION  SYSTEM 



http://alvarocogolludotendencias.blogspot.com.es/

LOMCE
(2014-…?)

LOMCE (2014…?)

From Ley Moyano (1857)
to LOMCE (2014)

Historical development

1970



Ley Moyano 1857

• A liberal law created with the
consensus between liberals and 
conservatives

• Consolidated the private
education and the influence of 
Catholic Church

• Introduced the technical studies
in the posteducational system

• Free, Centralized, and Secularized



LOE 2006

Nursery Education (3-5)
Primary Education (6-11)
Compulsory Secondary Education (12-16)
High school-Baccalauréat (16-18)

https://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2006/05/04/pdfs/A17158-17207.pdf


LOMCE (2014…?) The LOMCE (Ley Orgánica de la 
Mejora de la Calidad Educativa) is an
amendment of the existing
educational law (LOE, Organic Law of 
Education, 2006).
Goal: to “improve the system of 
education” by:
• Introduction of Selective Exams
• Plurilingual Education
• Importance of the Head/Principal 

of School
• Importance of Religion in Educat.
• Public vs. Private
• Secular Education
• Possibility of sex segregation
• Importance of core subjects
• No artistic subjects considered

The LOMCE is a highly controversial law. At 

present its modification (or substitution) 

by a new Education Law is under

discussion in the Spanish Parliament. 

http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2013/12/10/pdfs/BOE-A-2013-12886.pdf


The Spanish Constitution of 1978 makes 
education a  constitutional right in Spain. 
Article 27.1:
"Everyone has the right to education. 
Freedom of teaching is recognized.'‘
• Basic education is free and compulsory. 
• Parents are free to choose their 

children's education. 
• Students have the right to receive a 

moral and religious education according 
to the beliefs and convictions of their 
parents. 

From Ley Moyano (1857) to LOMCE (2014)

Education in Spain is regulated by the Ley Orgánica de 
Educación (LOE, Organic Law of Education) that expands 
upon Article 27 of the Spanish Constitution of 
1978. Education is compulsory and free for all children 
aged between 6 and 16 years, and is supported by the 
national government together with the governments 
of each of the country's 17 autonomous communities.



• Non-university state education is “free” (e.g. some pupils' books in 
Primary Education are free).

• PUBLIC schools are laical and free.
• SEMI-PRIVATE schools are subsidized by the state (staff).
• PRIVATE schools keeps financial autonomy.

TYPES  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  SPAIN: 3 categories

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Educate nearly 
70% of students

PUBLICLY-FUNDED

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

(privately run but funded
by the state)

Educate around 
25% of students

PRIVATE

SCHOOLS

Educate around 
5% of students



RESPONSIBILITIES IN EDUCATION: DECENTRALIZED MODEL 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT:

Responsibility for the general 

organization of the Education 

System
-Minimum requirements for schools

- Setting of common educational standards

- General planning of education and 

regulation of academic and professional 

qualifications

- International cooperation in education, 
etc.

AUTONOMOUS  REGIONS:
-Administrative responsibility 

within their territories

- Creation and authorization of 

institutions

- Staff management

- Curriculum development

- Student guidance and support

- Financial support



SCHOOLSLOCAL  ADMINISTRATION

-Autonomomy in 

organisational, educational 

and financial matters, in order 

to: 
- achieve a better adaptation 

and use of allocated resources
- best meet students’ needs and 

the characteristics of the school 

environment.

-Provision of sites for building 

public institutions, 

maintenance of pre-primary 

and primary schools
- Planning extracurricular and 

supplementary activities
- Monitoring compulsory schooling, 

etc.



THE SCHOOLS ARE NAMED:

• CEIP - CEP: Colegio de Educación Infantil y 
Primaria (Public) / Colegio (Private) :

• Infant Education (Educación Infantil)

• Primary Education (Educación Primaria)

• IES (Instituto de Educación Secundaria):

• Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO)

• Baccalaureate (Bachillerato)

• Vocational Training (Formación 
Profesional)



SPANISH EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEM 

INFANT  EDUCATION

PRIMARY 

EDUCATION

COMPULSORY 

SECUNDARY 

EDUCATION

BASIC, FREE 

& LAICAL 

EDUCATION IN  

STATE  SCHOOLS

NON 

COMPULSORY 

EDUCATION

HIGHER SECONDARY

EDUCATION ≈

SIXTH FORM

BASIC & MIDDLE LEVEL 

SPECIFIC VOCATIONAL 

TRAINING CYCLES

HIGHER

EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY

HIGHER LEVEL SPECIFIC 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING CYCLES

LANGUAGE STUDIES

ARTISTIC STUDIES

SPORT STUDIES

SPECIALISED

STUDIES 

COMPULSORY 

EDUCATION

or

or

in Language Schools

in Music or Arts schools

in Sport schools

VOLUNTARY 

EDUCATION

&



PRE-PRIMARY/INFANT EDUCATION 
(0-6 YEARS-OLD)

Second stage
3 – 6 years-old

First stage
0 – 3 years-old

Local Administration
Private schools

Education Department
No tuition fees



COMPULSORY PRIMARY EDUCATION (6 to 12)

ORGANIZED IN AREAS

Natural and Social Sciences

Art education

Physical education

Spanish language and literature

Language CC.AA (e.g. Catalan)

Foreign language

Mathematics

Religion (voluntary)

3  CYCLES: 2 YEARS EACH

AIMS

TO PROVIDE AN EDUCATION

THAT FOSTERS STUDENTS’ 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

TO GET CULTURAL SKILLS 

EMPHASIZING 

SPEAKING, READING, WRITING

AND MATHS SKILLS

TO DEVELOP HEALTHY AND WORK 

HABITS,  ARTISTIC CREATIVITY

AND AFFECTIVITY

Schools open 5 days a week, 5 hours 
daily, 180 days a year.



ORGANIZED  IN  SUBJECTS

Natural Sciences
(Biology,Geology,Physics & Quemistry)

Physical education (Gymnastics)

Spanish language and literature
Language CC.AA (e.g. Valencian)

Foreign language (English & French)

Mathematics
Plastic and visual education (Arts)

Social studies (Geography and History)

Technology
Music
Religion (voluntary)

COMPULSORY SECONDARY EDUCATION (12 to 16)

FINALITIES
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO 

EDUCATIONAL  AND
VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE

FLEXIBLE ORGANIZATION 
OF TEACHINGATTENTION TO

DIVERSITY

Oriented to

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

STUDENTS WHO DON´T OBTAIN THE 

CERTIFICATE OF  SECONDARY 

EDUCATION MAY ACCESS THE SOCIAL

GUARANTEE PROGRAMMES

THOSE STUDENTS WHO GRADUATE IN 

COMPULSORY  SECONDARY WITH 

SOME CURRICULAR ADAPTATION

Schools open 5 days a week, 30 hours a 
week, 175 days in a year.



HIGHER SECONDARY EDUCATION

AIMS

TO PROVIDE TRAINING, HUMAN 

AND INTELLECTUAL MATURITY, 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO 

DEVELOP SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

AND JOIN THE WORKFORCE

Only for those getting
graduated in ESO

STUDENTS BETWEEN

16 & 18 AGE

TWO YEARS

UNIVERSITY

HIGHER LEVEL SPECIFIC 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING CYCLES

or

Students who graduate in secondary

education may access to:

STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE DIFFERENT BRANCHES:

 HUMANITIES 

 SOCIAL SCIENCIES

 ARTS 

 SCIENCES OF NATURE AND HEALTH 

 TEHNOLOGY 



SPECIFIC  VOCATIONAL TRAINING  CYCLES

TO PROVIDE TRAINING ACTIVITIES

THAT ENABLE QUALIFIED STUDENTS FOR 

THE PERFORMANCE OF VARIOUS 

PROFESSIONS, ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT 

AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN SOCIAL, 

CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE

TO PREPARE STUDENTS TO WORK AND 

MAKE THEM ADAPT TO WORKING LIFE

TO INCLUDE A MODULAR ORGANIZATION 

OF VARIABLE DURATION AND 

THEORETICAL & PRACTICAL CONTENT 

APPROPRIATE TO THE VARIOUS 

PROFESSIONAL FIELDS

DIVIDED INTO

AIMS

MIDDLE LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

ORGANIZED IN PROFESSIONAL GROUPS

COMPLETION OF 

COMPULSORY

SECONDARY 

EDUCATION

COMPLETION

OF HIGHER

SECONDARY

EDUCATION 



Baccalaureate (Bachillerato)



Vocational Training



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION



www.englishmatters.org

english@englishmatters.eu

@EnglishMattersE

www.facebook.com/englishmatters.org


